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friend with the scarf, I suppose ? But, my dear boy, you have surely lost your wits. How could you entertain the idea that not my daughter only, but myself and her brother, could consent to a purely civil marriage ? As for Laurette, I promise you she is capable of thanking you for your intentions if you should propose this to her!" General Junot walked about much agitated. "Will you permit me to speak upon the subject to Mademoiselle Laurette in private ? Situated as we now are, there can be no objection to my request."
My mother shrugged her shoulders. (< You know not what you are talking of," said she; <( until you become her husband, you are but a stranger, and what you wish to say is not likely to make her your friend: why do you want to make a secret of it ? Why am I not to be present ?" (< Because calmness is necessary in treating of such a matter; but I can speak to Mademoiselle Laurette here, with the door of your chamber open."
I was called: nothing could exceed my astonishment, my grief I may say, in hearing this strange proposition. I did not conceal it: the General replied that, situated as he was, it was impossible he could be married at church, (< to make a show of myself," added he; <(for you could not prevent all the beggars and low people of the Chausse*e d'Antin from surrounding the house, and even filling the church. And]I am to appear in uniform amid such a crowd!"
"I do not know," I answered, <(what you should find disagreeable in being seen to perform an act which is the duty of every Christian (I am not speaking as a devotee), in entering upon the engagements which we propose to take upon ourselves to-morrow. The very Pagans sought the sanction of this act, the most important of their lives, in the temples of their gods. The Turks only are content with the Cadi, and I hope it is not from them you have taken arguments in support of your extraordinary proposition." <(I am much hurt by your obstinacy," said Junot; <(how can you, with your sense, persist in a formality which your education ought to have taught you to consider a nullity?"
<(I am very young, General, to discuss so serious a question. I understand nothing of the controversy, except that I was born in the Christian religion, and that, very certainly, I shall not stir a step from this house if so.Consul as he came out of his box, which, as I have before observed, was on the left Junot would not allow M. d'Hautefort the gratification of remarking upon it.
